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A two-part harmony 

of concrete and 

stone vocalized in a 

Sun Valley estate 

By eric hiss�

� photos  By jd peterson
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certain�estate�sites�lend themselves 
to superlatives. So it is with a four-acre 
property ensconced amid evergreens 
on a high knoll overlooking Sun Val-
ley, Idaho. Everyone, it seems, can 
only wax poetic about this sleek mod-
ernist enclave that is a symphony of 
geometrical elements. And then, of 
course, there is the view.

“Without question, this is the ulti-
mate view property in Sun Valley,” 
confirms listing agent Marc Reinemann 
of the Brokerage, which is offering the 
property in conjunction with Christie’s 
Great Estates. Construction began in 
1976 to erect the 5,400-square-foot 
residence on an untamed, secluded 
hilltop that brims with native plants and 
wildflowers. The owners, an heiress and 
her engineer husband, were looking for  
a new primary residence to spend an 
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active retirement after leaving Michi-
gan. An avid skier, the gentleman of 
the house was also searching for excel-
lent access to the slopes.  

After finding and falling in love with 
the site, the couple was eventually able 
to locate the owner in the Caribbean 
and secure the property, beginning 
a five-year design odyssey. The late 
Neil Morrison Wright, a noted Sun 
Valley architect, was brought in for 
his perceptive eye and ability to make 
optimal use of natural light in his 
projects. The idea from the beginning 
was to try something innovative, as 
the couple shared a lifelong passion for 
modern architecture.  

The decision was made to build the 
house entirely of poured concrete—a 
demanding process that creates chal-
lenges requiring meticulous planning 

and creative solutions. Although the 
exposed concrete and integrated sec-
tions of native granite would provide 
man-made symmetry with the sur-
rounding granite massifs, it would also 
mean dealing with extreme weights and 

Preceding pages: 

Dramatic vistas are  

the backdrop for  

this sharply angled  

concrete estate, sited 

on Sun Valley’s most 

prized promontory.

Right: The staircase 

serves as the home’s 

visual centerpiece, 

revealing bold geo- 

metric lines cast in  

concrete and a sus-

pended lamp made  

of Venini glass.

Opposite, above: The 

walls are a symphony 

of angles, rich wood-

work and concrete. 

Below: The intricate 

coffered ceiling in the 

hexagonal living room  

is a counterweight to 

the spare furnishings.  
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Opposite: The  

master bedroom  

and bathroom match 

the refined modern-

ist aesthetic without 

upstaging the views  

of the surrounding 

mountains.

This page: An office 

added in the 1980s 

has a wall map that 

chronicles the owners’ 

global travels. 

Following page, above: 

A nautilus-shaped  

garden bench extends 

the organic theme into 

the grounds. Below: 

The expansive deck 

helps continue the 

sense of living space 

while blocking the 

view of residential 

development below. 
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time-consuming prefabricated molds. 
Moreover, unlike a wood-framed resi-
dence, once the concrete was poured, 
there would be no second-guessing; 
every fixture, every outlet and space 
for conduit had to be accurately pre-
figured.

Harold Johnson, now a principal in 
Wright, Bryant & Johnson, the firm 
originally founded by Neil Wright, 
was the job captain on the site during 
the home’s construction. He remem-
bers Wright walking the property 
obsessively before and during the pro-
cess to ensure that elevations and sight 
lines provided unobstructed views of 
the Dollar and Bald mountains, and 
that the home dovetailed with the 
terrain. 

“The owners didn’t want to scar 
the landscape,” Johnson says. “They 
really wanted something that blended 
in with nature, which is why we used 
local stone and granite from a nearby 
quarry.” Continuing the theme of 

natural integration, native granite was 
also used in other features, including 
retaining walls, an elegant deck prow 
that cleverly obscures a view of condos 
below and a hand-laid, European-style 
cobblestone driveway.

Inside, the attention to detail is equally 
precise. Based on an equilateral tri-

angle, the residence was designed with  
a wealth of open decks, ensuring that 
virtually every room has its own exte-
rior space. Maintaining interest and 
further playing with the adoration for 
geometry, myriad angles were art-
fully utilized throughout the house. 
“There’s not a 90-degree angle in the 
house,” says the husband.

The vistas surrounding the home are 
brought in through floor-to-ceiling 
Thermopane windows that flood the 
hexagonal living room with natural 
light. A signature detail here is the cof-
fered ceiling, reminiscent of a Gothic 
cathedral but with a decidedly mod-
ern cachet. The entire roof had to be 
poured in one take to ensure unifor-
mity when the cement cured. 

Other rooms include an 823-square-
foot master suite and an extension 
completed in the late 1980s that has 
two offices, a conference room and a 
solar greenhouse and separate guest-
house. Underfoot throughout, the 
concrete floors are waffled underneath 
for strength with less density.  

The interior design, as conceived by 
Richard Davidson, was to summon the 
structural features of the architecture. 
“Being an architect by training really 
helped here,” says Davidson, who is based 
in San Francisco. “Because the residence 
is so strong architecturally, it was more a 
question of taming than decorating.”

One of the elements that David-
son introduced was a 40-by-60-foot 
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custom-woven carpet based on the 
same struc-tural module as the ceil-
ing, echoing Frank Lloyd Wright’s use 
of architectural motifs in textiles and 
carpets. The house was furnished with 
materials such as horsehair, goatskin 
and custom leathers. Floors, detailing 
and cabinetry include millwork in oak, 
ebony and cherry, custom slate floors 
and imported tiles. Another organic 
touch is the Brancusi-esque Venini 
chandelier dominating the main stair-
well, which complements the natural 
light that floods the space.

Yet, as remarkable as the design fea-
tures are, they never upstage the views 
and surrounding acreage. “Our visitors 
enjoy the house, but always seem to 
leave talking about the views,” says the 
wife. Indeed, one of the most remark-
able features of the house is a floor-to-
ceiling pane of glass that frames Bald 
Mountain. The largest ever made at the 

time by the manufacturer, the 81⁄2-by 
18-foot single pane is a half-inch-thick 
piece of tempered glass that had to be 
put into place with a crane and half a 
dozen workers.  

Surrounding the home is a wall 
of evergreens and aspens the own-
ers planted to ensure privacy. Amid 
wildflowers and native grasses, they 
shelter a bucolic pathway filled with 
sculptures and treasures from Asia and 
Europe. The most striking figurative 
element here, however, is a circular 
arrangement of large stones. Mythic 
and marvelous, the stonework provides 
an apt metaphor and vantage to take 
in a modern masterpiece at home in 
nature.  

Wright,�Bryant�&�johnson  

208.726.4434, www.wbjarchitects.com 

richard�davidson, Alamosa�design�Associates 

415.546.2250, www.alamosadesign.com
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THE RESIDENCE is for sale for $15 million. 

MARC REINEMANN, The Brokerage Real Estate, 
208.726.7100

GREGG ANTONSEN, Christie’s Great Estates,  
505.983.8733, www.christiesgreatestates.com 


